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NAFTS  is the National Association 

of Fleet Tug Sailors.  A non-profit 

veteranôs group made up of the men 

and women who served in the tugs 

and salvage ships of the United 

States Navy, Coast Guard, and 

Army any time since the first mili-

tary tug was commissioned in the 

war between the States until the 

present.  The Towline has a circula-

tion of approximately 1,400 and is 

published on a quarterly basis by 

NAFTS.  The subscription is in-

cluded in the annual membership 

dues paid by the members.  Inquir-

ies can be directed to: 

 Rich Tetrault 

 Towline, 216 Nesmith St. Suite4  

Lowell, MA 01852 
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Cover:   USS Moctobi ATF 105 as the sun goes down circa late 1960's from                                        

Ralph Carpenter. 

 

Inside front cover:  USS Mataco ATF 86 from Captain Bernie Flank 

USNR. 

 

Inside back cover:   USS Conserver ARS 39 circa 1984 off Hawaii from    

Ed Andreasen. 

 

Back Cover:  Civilian manned USNS Apache T-ATF 172 from NAFTS   Ar-

chives. 
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Notes from the Editor 

 

 

Rich Tetrault  
Email me at :  Towline@Nafts.com 

Send material to Rich Tetrault   216 Nesmith St.  Suite 4   Lowell, MA 01852 

Ahoy Tuggers, 

 

As Kermit the frog said, ñTimeôs fun 

when youôre having flies.ò  It seems 

like yesterday that we were partying 

in St. Louis at the last NAFTS An-

nual Reunion.  Itôs hard to believe 

that it was six months ago.  Weôre at the mid-

point betwixt reunions and weôll be partying in 

Providence in another six months.  Get out your 

party hats and come to New England. 

 

Youôll note that the last Towline listed some pre-

liminary tours for the Rhode Island Reunion and 

one of those tours was a trip to a Soviet era sub-

marine.  That tour has been cancelled.  Why?  

The sub sunk.  Its sitting on the harbor bottom at 

its berth and the odds are that it will still be sit-

ting there in October.  Uncle Sam is going to as-

sist in the salvage efforts.  Itôll be a good training 

opportunity for the few salvage sailors left in the 

Navy. 

 

The Navy sure has shrunk.  The entire U.S. Fleet 

is a mere 278 ships today.  To put that in per-

spective, we started building salvage ships and 

tugs for WW II around 1939 and before the war 

had ended we had built about 200 of them.  Its 

hard to believe that a Navy that once had 200 

tugs to service its fleet, now has a total fleet that 

is just a tad bigger.  However, size isnôt every-

thing they say.  Todayôs U.S. Navy Fleet is not 

only the largest in the world but its larger than 

the next 17 Navies combined!  And just one Ae-

gis Cruiser or Destroyer today packs the punch of 

a whole squadron of former similar vessels.  Still, 

we need some quantity in the fleet if we expect to 

respond to multiple situations around the world.  

A ship can only be in one place at a time.  

A side-note of a shrinking fleet is less sailors.  

We tuggers are a vanishing breed.  NAFTS has 

about 1,200 members nationwide (indeed world-

wide).  Thatôs a pretty good size but there are 

thousands upon thousands of former salvage sail-

ors out there who havenôt gotten the word about 

our organization.  When a new member comes 

aboard they generally remark that they would 

have joined us earlier if they knew that we ex-

isted.  So, spread the word for us!  If you belong 

to a VFW, American Legion or other military 

organization be sure to let them know about 

NAFTS.  

 

A hearty thanks to all those who have been send-

ing us these great stories for publication in Tow-

line.  Iôm up to my ears in tug tales but KEEP 

THEM COMING.  Weôll get to your tale eventu-

ally.  Please remember that due to size limitations 

we canôt use anything with more than 2,000 or so 

words (maximum).   Some stories we get are 

hundreds of pages long and we just canôt print 

anything that large.  We will, however, look 

through those longer files and pluck out some 

tales as needed.  Weôre always looking for tales 

from ARS sailors, ATR sailors, ATO sailors and 

ASR sailors to round-out our magazine so grab 

your pens and start writing. 

 

Ok, I hope you enjoy this Spring issueôs tales.  A 

big ñThank Uò to all those who have sent in their 

dues payment timely.  Look for your Summer 

Towline sometime around July.  

 

 Smooth seas. 

Rich 
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Shipmates and Mates,  

 

With Spring time upon us, it is time to plan 

our attendance at the 2008 reunion. Every-

thing you need to attend is included in this 

issue. The NIPMUC crew, under the direction 

of NAFTS VP ñWozò Wassmuth, has selected 

some very interesting and entertaining tours 

for our visit to the Providence, Rhode Is-

land area. The room cost has broken the $100 

barrier, but the included warm breakfast and 

20% restaurant discount will readily absorb the price difference.  

 

We are working on a new system of taking credit cards for membership 

dues, Ships Store items, and reunion registration. We hope to have a 

single, user - friendly system as soon as possible. Those who must use 

a credit card to register for the reunion should call Tom Thomas at 

toll - free 866 - 652 - 2038 or me if we have failed to start a new credit 

card system by the first of June. We donôt want you to miss the reun-

ion on a technicality.   

 

We are scouting hotels in the Las Vegas area for a reunion location, 

and continue to study the ramifications of holding a cruise ship re-

union, plus a Hawaii location, in future years.  

 

Please help us with mementos for our NAFTS Historical Collection. If 

you donôt have items to donate, cash would help offset costs when we 

purchase items that show up for sale. Talk to Tom Thomas at our toll -

free number.  

 

The owner of MOCTOBI and QUAPAW reports that the ships are still at 

the dock in Richmond, CA. No sale is pending at present. The American 

Fleet Tug Museum group, headed by Bruce Martens, is still a contender 

for the ARS BOLSTER. We wish them success. They have employed a lob-

byist to help their cause. MARAD is keeping BOLSTER on ñholdò to as-

sist the preservation effort.  

 

Fair winds and calm seas,  

 Rodger (Dot says Hi)  

mailto: Rdana@NAFTS.com    360 - 274 - 6739  

Words of Wisdom from NAFTS President Rodger Dana 

Rodger at the St. Louis gateway Arch 
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Good Show Yank  

The USS Lipan, ATF 85, was en-

route from Pearl Harbor to the 

Western Pacific in the winter of 

1958 when we were diverted to 

Northern Japan to assist an 

American freighter that had lost 

all power and was drifting.  The 

ship was loaded with scrap iron 

and had been headed for Tokyo.  

Since it was on the open sea and 

out of control it was imperative 

that we get to it as soon as pos-

sible as a number of civilian 

tugs out of Hong Kong were on 

there way to claim salvage rights  

      

We were the first on the scene 

and after a few tries with the 

line - throwing gun were able to 

get a towline on to her.  Because 

she had no power she had no 

steering and the crew were down 

by the propeller shaft turning 

the rudder by hand.  They also 

were freezing so had burned any-

thing wooden to try to keep warm.  

It was imperative that we get 

them to Tokyo as soon as possi-

ble, which was no small task.  

NAFTS member, retired Commander John Totten,  boarded the USS Lipan ATF 85 as an En-

sign in 1957 and left in 1959.  John was the Communications Officer and also was the Diving Of-

ficer aboard Lipan and he sent us two quick tales about a couple of missions that Lipan under-

took. 

Left:  Lipan as she appeared in an official 

U.S. Navy photograph circa 1956, enroute to 

the thermonuclear tests of Operation Red-

wing.  Photo submitted by NAFTS member 

Gary Luerding. 

Lipan 


