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NAFTS  is the National Association 

of Fleet Tug Sailors.  A non-profit 

veteranôs group made up of the men 

and women who served in the tugs and 
salvage ships of the United States 

Navy, Coast Guard, and Army any time 

since the first military tug was commis-
sioned in the war between the States 

until the present.  The Towline has a 

circulation of approximately 1,400 and 
is published on a quarterly basis by 

NAFTS.  The subscription is included 

in the annual membership dues paid by 
the members.  Inquiries can be directed 

to: Towline, 216 Nesmith St. Suite4 ~ 

Lowell, MA 01852 
(978) 459-5334  
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or questions to: 
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Color photographs:   

Cover:     USS Paiute ATF 159 passing The Statue of Liberty shortly be-

fore decommissioning. 

 

Inside front cover:     USS Penobscot ATA 188 from NAFTS member 

Pat Grillo. 

 

Inside back cover:      USS Molala ATF 106 circa 1968 from NAFTS 

member Joe Hilpert. 

 

Back Cover:       Tamaroa near an iceberg circa 1987 from NAFTS Ar-

chives. 
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28 USS Utina ATF 163 Vs. Fidel   .  .  .  Water everywhere, but not a drop to drink . 
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Notes from the Editor 
Rich Tetrault  

Email me at :  Towline@Nafts.com 

Send material to Rich Tetrault   216 Nesmith St.  Suite 4   Lowell, MA 01852 

 

Ahoy Tuggers, 

 

Youôll note that Tom Thomas is no 

longer co-editing the TOWLINE.  

Tom hasnôt gone anywhere, heôs 

still filling a half dozen key posi-

tions behind the scenes at NAFTS 

but heôs decided to take a breather from TOW-

LINE.  Heôs still the ñmain manò at the NAFTS 

website, also our chief database guru, also the re-

cording secretary at the reunions, also the member-

ship secretary, and always our ñgo-toò guy for a 

myriad of issues that always confront us.  His input 

to NAFTS is immeasurable and we all owe him a 

debt of gratitude.  If you need to speak with Tom 

about membership matters, etc., he can be reached 

at NAFTS toll free number 1 (866) 652-2038.  

Thatôs out in Oregon so make sure you allow for 

any time changes and donôt call him at 0500 while 

heôs in the middle of his beauty sleep. 

 

Weôve received a stack of nice stories from mem-

bers and are thrilled with the  response weôve been 

getting.  Many tales arrive and are accompanied by 

notes stating that a prior TOWLINE story stimu-

lated them into writing their own tale.  The process 

has become almost ñself-generatingò and the more 

stories we print results in more stories being 

sent in.  So weôd like to thank those who took 

the time to send their tales in and encourage the 

rest of you to sit down and pen your thoughts.  

We have an ample supply of tales for now and 

slowly but surely Iôll plow through them all.  

So, you can expect that if you sent us some-

thing that it will get printed down the road.   

Still, keep those tales coming! 

 

This issue has the St. Louis Reunion report.  It 

takes up a substantial amount of the magazine 

so Iôm making the issue larger this month so 

that we can still have lots of tugger tales from 

the members.  Youôll note that there are plenty 

of ñsmiling faceò photos from the reunion.   In 

fact, there were so many happy faces that weôd 

need an extra two dozen pages to post them all.   

If your happy face hasnôt gotten to a reunion 

yet then perhaps you should start planning now 

to come to New England next October and join 

us in Providence Rhode Island.  This one will 

be a sellout and I advise you to get your name 

in early to get our hotel rates. 

 

Thatôs it this time around.  See you in the 

Spring. 

An old Sailor and an old Marine were sitting at the VFW arguing about who'd had the tougher career. 
"I did 30 years in the Corps," the Marine declared proudly, and fought in three of my country's wars. 
Fresh out of boot camp I hit the beach at Okinawa, clawed my way up the blood-soaked sand, and 
eventually took out an entire enemy machine gun nest with a single grenade. "As a sergeant, I fought 
in Korea alongside General MacArthur. We pushed back the enemy inch by bloody inch all the way up 
to the Chinese border, always under a barrage of artillery and small arms fire. "Finally, as a gunny ser-
geant, I did three consecutive combat tours in Vietnam. We humped through the mud and razor 
grass for 14 hours a day, plagued by rain and mosquitoes, ducking under sniper fire all day and mor-
tar fire all night. In a firefight, we'd fire until our arms ached and our guns were empty, then we'd 
charge the enemy with bayonets!"  
"Ah," said the Sailor with a dismissive wave of his hand, "lucky dog, all shore duty, huh?"  
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Shipmates and Mates, 

 

  Happy New Year!  The year 2007 saw four outstanding issues of TOWLINE and a very enjoyable annual reunion for those 

of us able to attend. Our great website continued to expand and become even more user-friendly than ever. The website 

celebrated its eight year anniversary at Thanksgiving time. A big hand for Rich Tetrault and Tom Thomas for their continu-

ing unselfish effort! We were made comfortable by the USS Nipmuc gang as 

hosts, led by our Vice President Jim ñWozò Wassmuth. 

 

  The 2008 reunion is on schedule for Providence, Rhode Island in the first 

week of October. The hotel is located in the airport area with Interstate high-

ways nearby. Our great Nipmuc crew will host. Specifics in the Spring issue. 

 

  Shipmate Richard Tetrault is now the Editor & Publisher of TOWLINE. This 

is a big job and Rich does it well. Tom Thomas has shifted his efforts to the 

Historian job. See more, below. 

 

   The attending members of the 2007 reunion chose Las Vegas, Nevada as the 

2009 reunion location. They also approved a study of potential future reunion 

locations in Hawaii and aboard cruise ships. More on that subject in future 

issues as the study progresses. 

 

   We are pleased to hear that the USS ZUNI/Tamaroa has been moved to the Norfolk, Virginia area. They need your finan-

cial and physical support. Please contact our Storekeeper, Harry Jaeger (E-mail snafu.manor@verizon.net ) to offer your 

assistance, whatever it may be. This is a very worthy project to keep a Fleet Tug alive for memories and seamanship train-

ing for our youth. Speaking of Tugs, the former USS Wampanoug, ATA 202/Coast Guard cutter Comanche, is now the 

property of the Comanche/202 non-profit veterans organization. The vessel is berthed at Olympia, Washington. The vessel 

is retired from commercial tug service and is operational. Contact is Joe Peterson at E-mail Comanche_202@Hotmail.com. 

 

    I checked with the owner of the ex ATF 105 Moctobi and ex ATF 110 Quapaw. He reports that he has received several 

offers to buy them and is negotiating at this time.  

 

     The DVD Set ñMayday, Tugs of War, Europeò has received good reviews in several large publications. Release of the 

second DVD, titled ñPacificò is contingent on sufficient sales of ñEuropeò, according to film maker Robin Williams. Please 

contact our NAFTS Storekeeper E-mail Harry at Harry@NAFTS.com)  for availability. 

 

   Donations to our NAFTS Historical Collection continue to arrive in the mail. Most recent contributors are members Bob 

Beattie who sent some 1943-4 issues of the San Diego Recruit Training Center ñHoistò magazine, and Don McKinney who 

sent a copy of the USS Mataco ATF 86 1968 Cruise Book. Sandy MacNaught has sent a copy of the 1971 Cruise book of 

the USS Chowanoc, ATF 100. Lawrence Perretto, the grandson of Joseph Manganello (deceased), USS ATR 61, sent us a 

copy of a book he wrote about his grandpa titled ñDiary of a Fleet Tug Sailor in World War II, June 1944-November 1945ò. 

A very interesting book! Please send us those items you would like preserved. 

 

Tom Thomas is now our NAFTS Historian. Call him toll-free at 866-652-2038 

 

Until next issue,   Fair winds and smooth seas,  

Rodger (Dot says Hi) 

 

 

RDana@NAFTS.com            Tel 360-274-6739 

Words of Wisdom from NAFTS President Rodger Dana 

Rodger Dana at the Gateway Arch. 
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Saint Louis Reunion 
                                            by 
                            Rich Tetrault 

Another successful NAFTS Reunion.  Vice Presi-

dent Jim Wassmuth (AKA ñThe Wozò) and his 

USS Nipmuc ATF 157 shipmates did a great job 

organizing the event, assisted by Jimôs spouse, 

Janet (AKA ñThe Wozzetteò).  They kept the 

Hospitality Room stocked with snacks and sodas, 

along with some free genuine Nipmuc Firewater 

and a lot of free beer, graciously donated by The 

Anheuser Busch Company.  Budweiser is a big 

industry in St. Louis and they really know how to 

treat guests to the city.   One of our scheduled 

events was a tour of their huge immaculate bot-

tling plant and they offered all our members 

some free ñrefreshmentsò before we left the prop-

erty.  So, we all owe Bud a debt of gratitude for 

the hospitality and generosity that they extended 

to us.  Drink up! 

 

The Sheraton Westport was a conveniently lo-

cated hotel, not too far from the airport, and it 

had an adjacent mini mall with restaurants and 

other shops to browse through.  The restaurant in 

the hotel served excellent food, so there was 

really no need to go offsite.  In addition to our 

good room rate we also were treated to a free 

daily breakfast buffet in our Hospitality Room.  

All -in all, it was a pleasant place to stay. 

 

The Hospitality Room, as typical, was the hot-

spot gathering place.  VP ñWozò and his mates  

kept the refreshments stocked and we had some 

slide shows from one member and some salvage 

DVDôs  to watch.  There were also plenty of 

TOWLINE Magazines and other informational 

books to read through, but the most enjoyable 

Hospitality Room times were those spent chat-

ting with each other.   We had a dozen or so large 

round tables and no matter where you chose to sit 

youôd soon find yourself in an engaging conver-

sion.   NAFTS members and their wives and 

guests are the key ingredient to the Reunionôs 

success and the fun that we all have.  One mo-

ment youôre talking about a salvage mission with 

a guy from Oklahoma and the next moment your 

talking about your grandkids with a lady from 

Nebraska.   The time flies in the Hospitality 

Room, whether youôre with just a handful of 

friends or surrounded by a couple hundred Reun-

ion attendees. 

Above:  The Westport Sheraton Complex, site of the NAFTS 

Reunion. 

Above:  Joe Giangrosso & Dennis Hockabout chat before the 

crowds invade the Hospitality Room. 
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We had an ñEarly-Birdò Tour on Wednesday 

night October 3rd for those who arrived ahead of 

time.  A relaxing Paddle Boat Dinner Cruise 

down the Mississippi River and 84 of us took ad-

vantage of it.  Over 200 folks came to the St. 

Louis Reunion. 

 

Thursday Night October 4th was the official 

kickoff of the Reunion and we gathered that 

night for our Reception in the Hospitality Room.  

We were treated to some great finger food, free 

drinks, and refreshments.  The Reception is a 

great ice-breaker.  Old friends who meet each  

year at the Reunion re-new their acquaintances.  

First time attendees mingle with the crowd, meet-

ing new friends and joining in the conversation.  

Then thereôs always those members who come 

occasionally to the Reunion and they quickly fall 

right back into the swing of things.   Thatôs the 

uniqueness of the Reunion.    

 

Friday morning we got underway for a tour of St. 

Louis.  Over 100 of us took part and we needed 

three tour coaches to cart us around.  It sure 

makes things easy when you are picked up and 

dropped off at the hotel in modern air-

conditioned coaches with bathroom facilities.  

These coaches had the ability to ñkneelò and 

when we stopped, the front end would lower to 

facilitate loading and unloading.  A nice feature.  

Each coach had its own tour guide to describe the 

sights along the way and there were ample stops 

with time to roam on your own.  We visited the 

Gateway Arch and many members took the tram 

to the top to get some spectacular photographs.  

Its quite an impressive sight, sitting high on the 

banks of the Mississippi.  We also visited the Ca-

thedral Basilica of St. Louis, an unbelievably 

gorgeous place with architecture that is stunning.  

The ceiling alone, made of an infinite number of 

tiny mosaic tiles, took over 70 years to complete.  

It was filled with many different types of marble 

and stone and the workmanship was exquisite.  

We also hit the Museum of Transportation where 

we saw some incredibly unique automobiles and 

dozens of antique full size trains, including steam 

locomotives, diesel locomotives, dining cars, 

Pullman cars and cabooses.  Many with historical 

significance. 

Above:  Folks ñdig-inò as the chow is served on the Paddle 

Wheel Dinner Cruise. 

Above:  NAFTS VP and St. Louis host Jim Wassmuth intro-

duces our Banquet Speakers, a husband & wife duo of career 

US Navy Recruiters, at the Reception,  

Above:  The Coaches that took us on our tours. 


